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Pawtucket’s Furtado, Afonseca lead Davies
Class of 2021

Erik Furtado, left, has been named valedictorian, while Kayla Afonseca, is
salutatorian.

By MELANIE THIBEAULT, Valley Breeze Staff Writer

PAWTUCKET – The top two students of the Class of 2021 at Davies Career and Technical High School, both
Pawtucket residents, say the opportunities they had at the Lincoln school have prepared them for college
and the workforce more than had they attended a public high school.

Erik Furtado, with a GPA of 4.4, has been named valedictorian, while Kayla Afonseca, with a 4.3 GPA, is
salutatorian.

Furtado, who’s in the graphics and interactive media program at Davies, told The Breeze that he’s very
excited to have been named valedictorian. “It was a goal I was working toward,” he said.

Son of Carlos and Esther Furtado, he said he thinks his time at Davies was unique compared to if he went to
another high school, noting the opportunity he had to have shop class, which kept him interested and
invested. “It made me excited to go to school everyday,” he said.

Before Davies, Furtado attended Fallon Elementary School and Goff Middle School in Pawtucket.
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In the fall, he plans to attend Johnson and Wales
University and is considering enrolling in the graphic
design program, he said.

During his time in high school, Furtado said he worked
after school as part of the Pawtucket Child Opportunity
Zone at Fallon Elementary for three years until the
pandemic hit. “I enjoyed spending time (with the kids),
helping them understand homework and stuff,” he said.

Furtado, a member of National Honor Society, said his
advice to underclassmen is to “get your work done,” he
said. “A lot of people tend to skip assignments here and
there and don’t realize those grades eventually add up.”

Furtado said having had the opportunity to get certifications at Davies will give him a competitive edge in
the workforce. “I’m leaving Davies with two certifications that many people in the graphic design industry
are going to look for,” he said.

Afonseca, who’s in the pre-engineering technology program at Davies, told The Breeze she was excited to be
in the top five of her class but wasn’t working toward being in the top two. “I am very grateful for all the
support I was given from my parents and teachers that got me to this point,” she said. “I am also very proud
of myself.”

Afonseca, daughter of Dulce Xavier and Durval Afonseca, said she enjoyed her time at Davies, including the
community there. “I’ll most definitely miss the teachers I had,” she said, adding that she enjoyed the
opportunity to learn a trade while in high school, which “made it easier for me to choose a (college) major.”

She plans to attend Worcester Polytechnic Institute and major in computer science, she said. She said her
father works in information technology and built her her first computer and taught her how to code when
she was younger.

Before high school, Afonseca went to Baldwin Elementary and Slater Middle School in Pawtucket. While at
Davies, Afonseca was part of many clubs, she said, including Women in Technology during her sophomore
and junior years. She was also treasurer for her class council, and treasurer for the National Honor Society
her junior year. She was part of the yearbook club and also did SkillsUSA for the computer program during
her junior and senior years. She received a gold award in SkillsUSA this year in Rhode Island and will be
attending the national competition in June, she said. She was also a freshmen mentor for the past three
years as well as part of the National Honor Society, Computer Science Honor Society, and Technical Honor
Society.

Her advice for younger students is “don’t stress yourself out too much, try your best to stay on time, but if
you find yourself falling behind, don’t be afraid to ask anyone for help,” she said. “Davies has a community
of teachers that are supportive.”
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